T T T T e

merican

/S L0 II&\N

Vol. 79, No. 59

Wednesday, August 29, 2007

Mother, daughter team

decide to enlist together

— Page 6

Rescuers train in
Johnstown
— Page 6

‘jlump’ into opener
—~ Page 8

The State Board of Funeral
Directors has suspended a local
funeral home director’s license for
selling a steel casket as a bronze
one.

David E. Lehman, who served
as the funeral supervisor for

George E. Mason Funeral Home in
Davidsville, had. his license sus-
pended for at least three years, had
to pay $3,000 in fines, and had a
reprimand placed in his permanent
board record.

In 2005, a man purchased a
solid bronze casket and other serv-
ices for his stepson, according to a
consent agreement filed by the

state. A plate with the words “solid
bronze” was affixed to the casket.
The casket holding the body was
shipped to Georgia and put in stor-
age until a permanent mausoleum
could be constructed, the docu-
ments state.

When the casket was taken out
of storage, it was leaking fluid and
was stained. It also had a foul odor,

according to the documents.

The documents said Lehman
admitted that the caskets were
switched. He later provided the
family with a bronze casket.

“It was corrected and it was
replaced,” Lehman said. “I'm
sorry things happened the way
they did. I tried to correct them
and go from there.”
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Lehman added that funeral
home officials were not aware that
the caskets were switched.

“They did not know until after
the fact,” he said. :

He declined comment on
whether the casket switch was
intentional or not.

“I’d rather not say,” he said.

(See FUNERAL, Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 1)
Lehman is still employed by the
funeral home as a maintenance

maii. - George Mason'’s’ grandson,
Leslié 3. Holsopple, has' taken over'

as’'supervisor. Lehman has worked
for the funeral home since 1980.

William Price, funeral director of
the William Rowe Price Funeral
Home in Meyersdale, is not familiar
with the case, but was able to pro-
vide general comments about the
local industry.

He said the main difference
between a steel and bronze casket is

the price. He said the prices vary

too much to give a definitive differ-

ence in price.
Funeral home directors 'have to

be ‘specific and cannot misrepresent . state ‘supervision,
. Lehman did not have any prior dis-'

the product, Price added.

“In my opinion, we are living in
an area where the vast majority of
funeral director’s ethics are very
high,” he said. “We operate our
business in an ethical manner and
we don’t misrepresent what we are
selling to people.”

According to state law, Lehman
can petition the board for a stay of

the suspension after a year. If a stay
is granted, Lehman would be put on
probation for at least two years and
would be able topractice as afuner-'
al director under ‘state ‘supervision.

ciplinary actions against him.

Lehman said it is possible he will
attempt to get his license back in the
future.

“I plan on it, but we’ll see what
happens,” he said. \

(Michelle Ganassi can be
reached at michelleg@dailyameri-
can.cont.)
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